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“THE NAVAL DRILL

Important Experiments with
the Torpedo.

ELECTRICITY AND GUNPOWDER,

“Large Ships at a Low Rate of Speed Cannot
Use the Torpedo Effeetively.”

TARGET FIRING AT SEA.

Destruetive Capacities of the Sub-
marine Projectiles.

*» -

Water Thrown to the Mizzentop
of the Wabash.

AN INTERESTING SPECTACLE.

Tossing a Barrel as High as the
Main Truck.

The Shenandeoeah IDid the
DBest Worl.

GRAND SCRUB RACE.

GrLr oF FLORIDA, Feb. 24, 1574,
The great naval 'unction nOw approaches the

end. There 18 every reason to belleve the Oeet <

will sail from here oo the 27th, and after stopping at
the Tortugus ovar Sunday will return to Key West.
The only exception will be the fagship Wabash,
which will make a short trip to Havana The
function will end at Key West about the 10th or
Alth of March,

Thers are very many rumors regarding the des-
dination of the vessels ol the fleef. Some assert
that the Wabash will rerurn to Europe, others de-
clare that ghe I8 going to New York to go out of
commission. It {8 generally believed to be troe
that the vessels will return to their stations.
wourse this does not apply to the Ticonderoga or
the Brooklyn, whleh have jnst come from South
Atlantic stations,

I now resume the story of this crulse :—

TrURsDAY, Feb. 19, 1874,

The sixteenth day of the cruise was clear and
pleasant, & lght breeze from the northeast blow-
ing most of the morning. The Dispatch returned
irom Havana and the Pinta from Key West. The
fleet weighed anchor about the usual hoar and
stood west in column of vessels, natural order ;—

1. Congress, 7. Kansas,

4. Ticonderogn. 8. Dispatch.

3. Canandaigus. ¥. Lancaster,
4. Wyoming. 10. Franklin.

&. Colorado. 11. Alaska.

€. Sbhenandoah. 12, Fortuus,

The column wad beaded ndrth by signal at balf.
past ten, and af ten minutes of eleven, or when
the last vessel of the Second duvision headed north,
the signal “Divisiong, by the leit lank,” was made
to the First and Second divigions (or the firat eight

vessels), and the signal *“Division, lorward, into |

line, left obiigue,” to the Third division, Each
wveasel of the First and Second divisions came elght
points to port and continued onward, The Third

division executed the order as has already been
|

described. This bLrought the vessels into line,
beading west:
1W. |
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Thoe generai signals, “On the ceatre divislons
form column of divisions, right In front,” was
made && 8 quarter past eleven. The right division
steered two poinls to port, the left divieion elght
points to starboard; the centre divisign Kept its
course at hall speed. This brought the feet into
column of divisions, beading in same direction :—
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-

- - -
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The signal, “Fieet by the right flank,” twice
noisted, merely changed the direction of the col-

umo aod headed [t toward the esstward, in re- |
| 18 certainly & great Improvement over the old sya- |

verse order,

The general signal, “Fleet by the right flank," |

converted the feet Ilnto columns by divisious,
Lesding north:—
+
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The fleat was then signalled, “By the left flank,"
which brought it into the same form ag did the
eignal made at & guarter-past eleven. This was
followed an hour later by the signal, “Flest by
fours, left wheel” Tnis brought the fleet ioto lne
of vessels ubreast, heading south:—

'
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This maneuvre waa folowed at two by the
same signal, and the fleet lheaded east in column
of divislons, reverse order. The signal, “Fleet by
the left flank," brought the feet into the following
formation, beading north:—

| Wabash.
T | I 412
L 3 T 1
+ 3 ‘e 410
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The next signal, ‘“Fieet, forward Into Une, left
oblique,'" has been frequently explalned,vand re-
sulted in bringing ¢he vessels Into Une, heading
north. At thirty-five minutes past two the follow-
Ang signal was hotated under the Colorado’s pen-
nant:—-un ihe vessel whose distinguisbing pen-
nDant s over this signal form at balf distance.'’
The effect of this was merely to close the vessela
p in the same order. The general signal, “From
the left in two lies, lorm order of hattle,’” having
been made at a quarter past three, the even-num-
bered vessels maintained thelr speed and the
‘others slowed to steerage way, untl the former
bore from them at an angle of torty-filve degrees
west the course, when they resumed thoir speed,
The result was this formation, headiug north ;—

4 Wabash,

+ 4
) ) 4 i + 4

Signal having been made, “‘Fleet by the right

fliok,” the fleet took the following lormation, |

Deading east;—

-

- - - -

In this formation the fect anchored at five. The

or

Koy West,
THE SEVENTEENTH DAY'S EXERCISER

Friday, February 20, the seventeenth day of the
crulse, was devoted chiefly to target practice. A
targel was placed 500 yards to the eastward of the
station buoy, which is located in latitude 24 deg. ¢
min. nortn, longitude 83 deg. 9 min. west. The
Fortune and Digpateh were stationed respectively
to the northward and southward In a line with the
Luoy. At half-past ten the geet formed in colomn
ol vessels, with the Wabash leading, sud passing

succession fired at the target. The target con-
sisted of & square platform of timber, with twenty-
four cusks lsshed to iz, above which was & eunical
turret of cotton cloth, with three ports painted on
cach face, The dimensions of each lace were ten
leet wide by thirtecen ip height.

Alter repussing the targel three times the vessels
drew up in columns of vessels vy divisions, and at
nve o'clock ancoored in that formation.,

| Days of Rest.
SATURDAY, Feb. 21, 1874,

There were no exercises on this day, and the ex-

| perience of 1ast Saturday did not encourage fisher-
wen, The feet remained as anchor. The day was
clear and pleasant, with & light breese from the
wurth. The Piota and Fortune went to Key West.

On sunday, the 224, the Getiyaburg arrived (rom
Key West and salied for Pensacola at twelve noon,

Tne usual order was lssued regarding the obsery-
ance of Monday a8 the anniversary ol Washingion's
birth.

Monday, the 23d, was observed, according to a
navy regulation, as the anniversary ol Washing
ton's birth.  Whenever the 224 of February lalls on
=unday it is ordered that the 23d shall be observed:
Tne national colors were displayed utthe three
mastheads and the peak of all vessels in the feet,
and at noon, although a violent storm of ralno was
folling, a sainte of twenty-one guns was fired by
all saluting veasels.

THUREDAY, Feb. 24, 1874,

The Ogsipee arrived during the night and was
fssigmed to the First division, taking the Wyo-
ming's place. The day was clear and warm, The
Neet weighed anchor by signal at ten A. M., and
Stood east ln column of vessels, the Wabash lead-
ing. A target exactly similar to that described in
a preceaing day’s account was statloned 500 yards
to the nortbeast of the buoy. The Oeet steamed
past the buoy In column of vessels, heading north-
west, and discharged as many guns as could pe
brought to bear on the target during the interval
ocoupled 1o steaming 100 yards on each stde of the
buoy, or 200 yards of distance.
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| The fieet passed the target three times, and at
| the third passage concentrated the broadsides on
| the object, 1618 s fair estimate to ssy that nine
| out of every ten shots would have holled a sloop-
| of-war. The concentrated broadslde of the Wa-
| bash was exceptionally good, all the shots striking
the wateér within & space of twenty-five square
| feet.
| The fleet then formed in columns of divisions
| and anchored at three.

Torpedoes in the Gulf,

UNITED STATES FLAGSHIM WABASH,
GULF OF FLORIDA, Feb. 25, 1874,

This day had been set apart for torpedo experi-
ments, and the results were altogesher quite satis-
| factory.

Tne duy's experiments have tanght all observing
| oMcers muoch that is valuable, and which will be
| of great advantage in foture naval battles. The

old fogies got a good snaking up, and possibly lost

some of their umidity. Experience 18 the only
school wnich can teach an oficer to be cool when
manipulating the eclectric key which fires a mam-
moth torpedo. The few glight blunders of the day
| only served to show to every officer of this vast
fleet just what to avold. The weakness of the fit-
tings of the torpedoes to the gpars was a slight
mechanical oversignt, which Wil probably
never ocenr again,
al=o, that large ships at. 8 low rate of speed
cannot use the torpedo offensively, and that,

| While the torpedo might be a very eMcient safe.
| guard against boarding parties or the torpedo
| boats of the enemy, it cannot be used against a
| vessel which cannot be overtaken. As an offen- |

slve agent it can be employed with ease by a fast
steamer, even in mid-ocean. Spars might be
rigged along each vessel's side, 80 that they could
| be swang ioto place on the approach of a heavy

Tam, Agninst whose sides guns would be worth-,
| less, and ler bow blown off before she could deal

the fatal blow. All these things seem possible,
THE ELECTRIC TORPEDO

tem of percussion weapons, They are as dangerous

| to friend as enemy, and If a guy rope carried away
Or 4 Wckle-biogk broke the offieer of a ship had a
perfect assurance that he ann not his adversary
wonld go to the bottom, " The apnlication of elec-
tricity, however, does away with all this, and
takes all the responsibility and danger out of the
hands of

[ CARELESS AND TIMID BATLORS

I who are employed to put the torpedoes in plarce,

| andlodges It with a competent officer who has

| been trained fur that very service at Newport.

| While the key remains open the torpedo Is ns

Larmless us any loaded shell in the magazine. The |

torpedo oMeer bas the entlre system of submarine
| defence completely under his control, and can ex-
plode the gerrible weapop just at the desired in-
| gtant. 1&aw enongh to-day to satisfy me that any
of those charges exploded under even a 4,000 tons
man-ol-war wonld have sent her to the pottom.

gervice, only ndicating & 8pot at which the ex-
| plosion should occar, It was light, fragile and of
insuMelent draught or bulk to show the effect of a
mighty upheaval of the water which doated ir,
There should bave been s halk, them the experi-
ments would have been more useful,
The résumd of the day’s work ia given below :—
WeDpNESDAY, Feb, 25, 1574,
The weathier was clear bnt intolerably warm, the
| thermoineter rapging among the eighties. A raft,
| composed of a héavy mass of planks, buoyed by
aboot Aty casks, was set adrift about noon, The
| vesaels were all fitted with torpedo spars, pursnant
to a general order \ssued on last evening, which 1
send you by telegraph to-nlght, and they were
| directed to steam as near the fNoat as
possible, explodiug the torpedoes a8 they
» passed, The torpedocs were of cast ironm,
| attacted to spars fiity feet in  length,
and contalned 100 to 125 pounds of powder. The
Fortone wos ordered to steam at the target under
full speed, but the reststance of the water aguainst

off and to semd it to the bottom of the Gulf. The

right and reported the arrival of the Dictator at

close to the buoy, heading norih, esch vessel ln

| greatest

‘was done by the Shenandoah, the highest column
of water was thrown by the Colorado, and the
moél pleturesque waler grotto took shape from the
exploalon by the Brooklyn's torpedo.

DISOOUNTING AN EARTHQUAKRE

The Wabash, Licutenant Bradford torpedo of-
ficer, expluded only one of her three torpedoes on
the frss clrele. 1t was the one rigged on the star-
board quarter. 1 was standing in the miszen Lop
with seversl ofMcers of the ship, and we were all
drenched. The sensation was very unpleasant—it
Wwas something decidedly unearthly, The good
ship Wabash trembled in every timber, The shock
Was tar greater than a double broadside from both
Uers of guns.  Alter all the vessels had pussed the
Wabash returned again to the fray, and the tor-
pedoes ou the bow and abeam were exploded. A
solid colunn ol water was in each instance thrown
higher than the top of the mainmast, ‘Tons of
water descended on the deck and on the awnings
which had been sproad over the poop deck. 1t 18
very doubtful whether such shocks do vessels of
the Wabash's size any good,

Tre Congress, whose torpedo ofMcer was Lieu-
tenant Commander Sampson, fired her charge st
the proper moment, directly under the raft; but,
owlng to the lateral explosion, althoogu the rait
was lited bigh into the alr, It was not desiroyed.

The Ticonderoga’s torpedo, under charge of Lieu-
tepant Houston, was exploded too soon. The spur
wis not under the ratt, and no efect was ob-
Borvable,

The Canandalgua, on acconnt of some derang?
ment of the galvanie current, could not explode
her torpedo on firel passing the rafi; but Lieu-
tenant De Blois repalred the faulty spot and dis-

[

charged his torpedo at the ragment of a ralt whicl |

then remained.

The Ossipee had the same 11l fortune at first;
but Lieutenant Hieh made amends alterward by
rigging out his torpedo & second tiwme und ex-
ploding it in the moat approved style.

The Colorado's torpedo apparatus, in charge of
Ligutenant Longn¢cker, wad iln perfect working
order, A soltd column of water rose lke one of
Cleopatra’s necdles to a helght of fully 350 feet,
and geemed to sestle rignt back Into the hole which
it teft, without dissolving into Spray ns was gener-
ally notieeable, The explosion sadly deranged the
ralt, and the spar became entangled with it to such
an extent us 1o require cutting loose.

The Brooklyn, whose commander has lately been

assigned it 1n & very neat, shipshape way, There
were no delays. Lleutenant De Long manipnlated
the electrtc key, and although the raft was In tow
of the Colorado at the time, discharged his torpedo
at the exact spoi and at the proper moment, Only
one of her three torpedoes was fired,

The torpedo on the Wachusett, In charge of Licu-
tenant Cornwell, tossed o barrel as high as the
mainmast, Fortunately It fell outboard,

The Kansus was & general favorite and great ex-
pectations, only partially realized, were enter-
tained of her.
ing so late in the line.

for the rait and exploded her torpedo in good
style. Lieutenant Newell bad charge of the cere-
mony.

it passed hetween the torpedo (at the end of the
spar) and the side of the vesssl. Lleutenant Per-
" kins stood by the electric key, but the connection
was either broken or he d it rable to
discharge the torpedo. It was not exploded.

The Shenandoall, all things consldered, did the
exccution, Lieutenant Commander
Evans was fortunate in getting close enough,
withoat being too near, and the whale of one slde
of tie raft was blown to fragments,

Tne Franklin was not 8o lortunate. Lieutenant
Parker did not get close enough to damage the ralt.

The Fortune, whose torpedo was in charge of her
courteons commandant, Lieutenant Commander

‘ The Last Evolutions.

Green, was ordered to steam at full apeed.
ghe did, but the resistance of the water was so great
that the torpedo was broken off from the spar,
and, consequently, was not discharged.

UNITED STATES FLAGsHIP W. mt.}
GULEP OF FLORIDA, Feb, 26, 74,

This I8 the twenty-third day of the cruise. The
| weather I8 clear and mild, The nfeet weighed

| anchor at halt-past ten and stood east (n columns

It was proved clearly, |

al vessels by divisions, natural order:—

- - - -

4 «~ Wabash,
- - -— -
- - - -

The signal, ‘‘Guide ship N. E.,” was made at
eleven, after which, at twelve, the fleet was formed
into column of vessels, heading norib; then, at
twenty minutes to oue, by the left flank into line,
abreast, heading west. The fagship displayed No.

256 at twenty minutes to two—*From the centre |

divizsion of the feet form echelon of divisions.,”
The result was:—

-
-
-y
- b
-
&
-
-
-

The First and Third divisions, at ten miuates
past two, were ordered Lo form echelon of vesseis,
which gave the fleet the form of a section of &
truncated cone. Then the entire fleet formed {nto
echelon on No. 6 48 4 centre, and at three o'clock
all were signalled to make the best of their way to
the anchorage,”

A GRAND SCIUR RACE
ensaed. The fleet waa cntirely unprepared for any
such signal, and as they had onily been steaming

about four knots, only & portion of the fires were

| Ughted. None of the vessels, therefore, developed

| their full rate of speed.

the spar was 80 great as to break the torpedo short |

following is the oficial report, which s only sentas

@ supplement to the despatches:—
Number Number,

Veasel. o be Pired, Fired.

WabBAN . cvsvrrarsvavesanass 8
Congresh, .cccosarssnsrmsns L
Canandaigus ..oooveeniannn 1
TICONACTRER: oo eosvssvsnsss 1
ORBIPRR. .o seemssssnsansanns 1

Brooklyn.. sevesnsny B
0 (T ) R |
EUTT PTG 1 Tpem—" |
Lancuster. ,...,.

FOUSUD® 4 vositsprrsviane .

=. DO e bt et b e e 2

[ " GRS TE—————
To comment on the firing by the varfons ships it

Wachasett and Brookivn returned during the | might be sald briefly that the @reatest execution

g
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The Canandaigoa and
Alaska soon showed up in fronmt, both making

Ll an ;
about seven and a-hall knots, Th Kansas,
| do not believe that the raft used was of any sort of | @ 0 IEHE JATS

carrying the heavy set of spara which will one day
capsize ber, was among the few clusely behind the
| Alaska. On the latter vessel every man was sent
| alt to bring her down by ihe stern, and her two
| emokestacks belched forth columns of smoke which
made the heavens black. The lrge suipa, unpre-
pared, as 1 Bald, for this race, came quictly along
at about 8IX knots, the poor shenandoah bringing
up the rear. This is the last day's evolations bere,
and we all say, gladiy, “Florida Bay, larewell 1

FUTURE NAVAL ARCHITECTURE.

What Oar War Vessels Lack, and What
Those of Other Natlons Possess—An In=
terview with the Fleet Engineer of
the North Atlantie Squadron.

UNITED STATES STEAMEHIr WABARH,
GuLF oF FLoripa, Feb, 26, 1874, }

1 called on Flect Engineer Roble, who Ia In
charge of the machinery in all the vessels in this
Iarge fleet, and who partlslly superintended the
construction of the machinery of the famons
| iron-clad Dictator. The following mterview took

place ;:—
CORRESPOSDENT—I desire to obtain yonr views

" pespecting the improvements, Lotl in nuval arebl

t" teeture and in machioery, which are required to
piRce our war vessels on a par with those of other

| nations in order to prepare our country for the

naval warlare of the (ature, What 18 the frst
great requisite ?

| GIVE US MORE REVOLUTIONS,

Fleet Engineer Romig—Hpeed, It became evi-
dent, soon after the beginning of these exercises
in the Gulf of Floride, that the maximum rate of
| speed attainable by the vessels of our navy now
here, acting together, was even less than slx knots
per hour. It I8 probable that, under favorable
circumetances, two or more of the vessels might
bave been driven op to ten knots; bul for the
Ereat majority six knote was the maximum sleam-

ing capacity aguinst s moderate head wind and
OVer & smooth sea.
ABSOP'S TORTOLSN BCLIPSED,

CORRESPONDENT—HOW dpes this rate of speed
compare with that of the veasels of other navies ?

Fleet Epgineer Rosiz—It is o mortifying truth
thal, acting in concert, these vessels of our navy
would not pe capabls of making oue-hall the speed
under steam which is regarded as absolutely
necessary for the war vessels of every other
nation. Soch a grave and startling defect 1s
enough to condemu them at once lor naval pur-

CAN NEITHER FIGHT NOE RETREAT.

CORRESPONDENT—HOW 18 this Incapacity most
apparent t

Fieet Epgineer Nonie—Principally in the faot
that they can pelther overtake an inlerior nor es-
caps (rom & superior eneiy io case ol necessity,
‘Ihe condition of the great majority of our wooden
vessels flited with this suxilary steam power,
when opposed to the swift war steamers of mod-
ern times, 18 very little better than that of the
Copgress and Cumberland when attacked by the
ram Merrimae in Hampton Roads,

IRON-CLADS MUST BE FAST.

CORRESPONDENT—YoU regard speed as of more
importance than iron plating?

Fleet Engineer Rosie—1f you will allow me to
qualily my answer 1 shall say, emphatically, yes. A
decwded chenge in the construction of our wooden
ships wouald be necessary. Unless lron-clads are of
the monitor pattern the approved guns of the
present time can ghrow shot through the heaviest
plating that can be used. Futeen-inch guns can
be made to throw shot through the sides of any
brogdside iron-clad that can be fioated. The wenk
reaturesd of our vessels, aside Irom inadequate
sleam power and the vast pmount of useless rig-

| ging with which they are encumbered, are—frst,

| Rlowing down.

the utter absence of guns which can be tramned to
fire either directly shead or asterm
IN FOLLOWING AN ENEMY

{t shoald be possible to fire the heaviest gund at
her without changing direcuon or losing time by
The construction of the propeller
well In the stern for & holsting scrow also does
away with all possibility of usiug heavy gnus that

| could be fired directly astern, and it 1s an element

| ing uninjured for It support.

at the head of the torpedo school, did the work |

of weakness, o8 the screw depends on lt8 remain-
The engines ana
bollers in our vessels here ulso require nearly
TWICE THE QUANTITY OF CUAL

to develop an indicated horse power which would
be necessary w0 produce the same effect I they
possessed the improved machmery which 18 now
belng so generally adopted in merchant steamers

| and also in the Tennessee and new vessels build-

Lieutenant Stone did well, arriv- |

ing lor our navy. The Wabash now burns
forty tons of coal per day to do work
which new machinery would do with twenty tons.
Then I would have our naval vessels 8o construoted
that they could be efectively used as rams when-
ever an opportunity offered, and with a spesd of
atleast BiXteen kuota per hour nnder steam alone,

| sall power reduced 80 s to oder the least possible

| directly ahead and another directly astern,
The Alaska steamed too close to the raft, so that |

| resistunce when steam 18 used: buy two musis in
The Lancaster, after waiting her chance, steamed | Y

soy suip, and those tu be made of Iren ur steel,
holiow for veutilation and telescopic; a few heavy
guns of the greatest attainable range, so placed
that at leass one of them could be trained :olnre

am
confldent gur vessels wonld prove more effective,
even withouot any fron platine, than those now
posscased by any fore Power. There 18 very
much more which conld be sald on this subject, but
I think that I have sketched out the oblel faults of
our preseut slow wooden navy,

TEE INTERNATIONAL RIFLE MATCH

| The Programme Proposed by the Irish

Rifiemen—-Explanatory Letter from
Mr. Arthur B. Leech, of Dablin—=The
Actlon Taken by the Amateur Rifle
Clab of New York.

The Amateur Rifie Clud of New York, composed

| of members of the Nationsl Rine Association, who

This |

have acoepted the chullenee of the Irish Rifle
Aswociation of Dublin, to shoot a match in the
United Statés in the autumn of thIs year, recently
recelved a letter from Mr. Arthur B, Leech, of
Dublin, containing the programme of the proposed

| meering on behalf of the Irish riflemen, both which

are herewith annexed. Tnis progrumme, it will be
seen, limits the teams to not less than four or
more than eleht men each; but this provision s
not wholly acceptabie. The time set down is
between the 15th of Septcmber and the 15th of Oc-
tober next.

It must be nnderstocd that the Amateur Rifle
Club will not select Its own members to shoot
arainst the Irish team as representative American

| condition.

| involved are with Congress, an

THE PRESIDENTIAL SPHINX

Is General Grant a Candidate for s Third Term
s Chisf Magistrats of the Nation }—Reascns
for the Opinion That He Is Preparing
to Withdraw from the Field in
1876— A New Standard Bearer
for the Republican Party.

W asHINGTON, March 4, 1874

Is General Grant a candidate for another Presl-
dential term? Is he the iavorite of the rank or
file of the republican party for the Presidentlal
succession? Will he or some new man be the
republican standard bearer in 1576F and if some
new man, will the party be abie to carry the coun-
tryt The day of the month forcibly reculls tihese
guessions and invites us to their consideration.

1t 18 the 4th of March. Tnois day, oue brief year
8go, we had the memorable event of President
Grant's second inawguratfon. The day was made
memorable, Arst, as the coldest day of the winter
and the coldest and windiest 4th of March ever
known in Washington; second, from the unusual
numbers of military and civio societies gathered
here irom all seotions of the Unlon, hut malnly ag
establishing General Grant and the republican
party for lour years more In power, and without
danger of any serious opposition in the contest jor
the Presidential succession. A year had passed.
The 4th of March |8 again upon us, bright, warm
nud balmy as a morning In Juue; bat politically It
1s overcast, and bafing and changeable winds in-
dicate a gathering disturbance of the clements
that may end io & barrieane, It s no longer con-
Eldered certaln that the republican party will win

THE BATTLE FOR THE NEXT PRESIDENCY.

It 14 not certaln that Geners! Grant will be nom-
inated fur another term as the republican candidate,
It is not known that he aspires to or desires another
term. The republican leaders wno expect to so-
persede him bave thelr misgivings touching his
designs; the republican ofMce-holders who wish
hig continuance in oMce for their own protection
rest their hopes upon bls commandivg popularity.
But neither of these partics have anythiug better
thau inferences and conjectures to support their
opintons. Upon the main question on tuis con- |
troversy, “18 General Grant looking forward for |
another Presidentisl term ' much may be said in |
aupport of the opinion that, while he would pccept
a nomination for another term from the Republican
Nativnal Convention, he {8 nol engineering (or an- J
other term, and wil not depart [rom the even
tenor of his way to secare it

WISDOM OF ORANT'S RETICENCE.

It will be remembered that duriog the last sum-
mer he was approacbed by various parties upon
this subject, and that the only expression that |
could be elicited from him in the matler was |

this—that ‘it would be time enough to decline &

Dgnmn'cjon wheu it was offered him; and that it

ould be folly to decline 1t In advance,” He
reahzes the strength of his position in polding in
reserve 4 definité answer upoo thls point, At it
were distinetly nnderatood now that he is nos, and
will not, be a candldate for another term, the in-
trigues of rival candidates and cligues ol the repub-
lcan camp for the Presidentisl succession would
gpeedily involve the President in their sguabbles
for the suppors of the admioistration, and
they woul keep him consiantly in hot
wuter., Now, while Geperal Graut holds in
reserva the acceptance or declination of
a nomination for another term, he holds all the
Presldential aspirapts of the republican party weil
in hand and continnes the recognized master of
the situstion. Jackson malntatned the Same po-
sition, alter proclaiming himsell out of the contest
for & third term, 1 bringing forward Yan Buren as
his cholee for the Buccession. General Urank 18
sensible of the lact that he could not safely under-
take to follow the example of Jeckson, and he has
no desire to try the eXperument. 1t does not lol-
low, however, thatin decining to decline another
trenomination in advance of the appuluked time
he 18 & candidate for wpotber term. Un the con-
trary, froiu the character of the man and his acts,
and Irom certain jacts and circumstances, it may
be fairly assumed that General Grant 18 prepoaring
to retire Irom the White House at the expiration
of his present terin of office.

A BOBUST SPUINX IN THE WIITE HOUSE.

To the politlclang General Grant 13 a riddle, &
sphinx, & mystery which they canuot solve, et
the only mystery about bim 15 that simplicity and
directness ol purpose which, in the honest Dr. |
Franklin as our Minister to France, was a puzzle |
to the shrewdsal professionalAiplomats ol Kurope.
General Graol at this tine )eurs (o excellent
He looks robust, strong, sell-possesaed
and the most contented man in Wuslungton, With
tne recommendations of his annual Message to
Congress he appears to bave dismissed frow his
mlnﬁ all tne cares of State. Thne responmbiiities

there he
! appolurments  to
gives himsell  lttle  trouble to
of this clique, that clique
He gelecta his man and abldes the

lenves  them, his
oftice he

the claims
or the other.

ces of his rejection or conflirmation, He

rifiemen, but that & circular will soon be issued to

the “‘crack shots" of the country, and [rom those |

who enlist in the movement & team will be selected
to meet the visiting gentlemen.

At & recent meeting of the Executive Committee
of the Amateur Rige Club, called to consider the

submitted programme, the jvllowing resoclution |

Wwas pussed :—

Resolved, That the programme, asat present proposed
Ic:iy Mr. Arthur B, Leech, 18 table to_the |! ive

‘ommlitwee, with the exception of the first paragraph,
which relates to the n er of men of which the teams
shall consist, and that it is the sense of this committes
that this paragraph should be amended so ns to read,
*hat the teams shall consist of not more than eight nor
Jess than six men,"

A oommittee was elected at this meeting to make
all the necessiry arrangements Lo successiully
CATTY Out the proposed match.

MR LERCH'S LETTER.
Orrices Lersn RiFLx ASSOCLATION,
Duntrx, 110 Grarrox Steexr. Feb, 4 1874

Duan Bin—I haﬁ o II’IDDHll'u:l to you that ata meeting
of the Counell of the 1rish Ride Agociatlon held here on
Tuesday last, 10th Inst., I submitted & programms of the
xrupnaoﬁ infernational rifle mateh between Ireland and

merien for the consideration of the Counell. which [ am
hapy, been agreed upon and
adop which I now have the
pleazure to send you in dunlicat

You will pleasé to observe that the Council acting on
the suggestion contained in your lotter of the 2th De-
cember, % have omitted the 1,100 yards range men-
Uoned in my orizinal challenge.

With respect to the towm yvou will also see I reserve
the right of limiting it to not less than four men or more
than aight  ‘This 13 unavoidabie, ns you will no doubt
see, because itis imposmble ut the present time to count
with certalnty on the exact mumber of the temn which I
can bring with me or who could take partin the mateh. 1
need not dwell upon the variety of possible accldental
eircumetances that render it limpossible for e to hawe
definitaly a lurger number than four, although I shall
endeavor to Incroase it, and hope that the climate of
Ameriea, notwith«tanding our sea sickness, will enable
llli';u ahrlmt with sufficlent precision to make the match

nteresting,

It does not oceur to me thatIpaed at present dwell
upon any other portion of the programme. which varies
go little trom the original challenge, save with reference
to the period of the yeur; no other time would suit us.
We have our meeting in Dublin in May or June, and st
Wimbledon from the 1lth of July the en:
month, aml the A

th announes to you has
by the Council in the to

und Octaber 15 tor the mateh, and wonld be giad to hear
further from you as to the date you would consider best.
Belleve me, dear sir, yours most mﬂg i
ARIAUR B, LERCR,

Gizongr W. Wincare Esq., Focre Na 4
sociation of America, Nu’ﬂ n?k. St Sasioal Rl
PROGRAMME,

Programme of the International Rife Match
between the riflemen of the United States of Amer-
ica and the riflemen of Ireland, represented by n
team to be chosen (rom the members of the *irish
Rifle Association,' to take place in America not
soOner than the 15th of =eptember, or later than
tt;:. i6th of Ootober, 1874, on the followlng terms,

viz. 1—

Tear,—Each team to consist of not more than
elght or less than four mep, at the option of the
Irish, whose decision will be declared on their
arrival at New York. The American team to be
composed exclusively of riflemen born in the
United States; the Irish team (o consist of men
gqumlified to shoot In the Irish Elght at Wimbledon.

nw».-a\nlr. not exceeding teén pounds weight;
mipimum pull of trigger, three pounde ; the Amerl-
cnhd shoot withl rides or bona Jide American
manufactura, the Irish to shoot with rifes manu-
factured by Messrd. John Righy & Co,, of Dublin.

Sights, Amununition, Targetsa and Marking—To
be according to priuted regulations in force at
Wimbledon, 1573,

Ranges,—Eight hundred yards, nine hundred
yards nnd one thousand yards,

Number of Shots.—Filteen at each range by each
compoetitor,

Previows Practiee,—The Iriah team to be allowed
use of the range for practice on at least two days
before the mateh,

Fogition—Ary: no artificial rest to be uscd
elther for the rifie or person of the shooter.

Mr. Leech, on behall of the Irish team, guaran-
tees o deposit on hils arrival at New York, wish
the Natlonal Hifle Agsociation of America, the sum
of £100 steriing, a Hke sum to be deposited by the
American team, this sum of £200 to be handed
over 1o the Captain for division among the mem-
bers of the Winuing reum.

Targets, range and accessories for carrying out

{ of that |
ugust game shooting also interferes; |
thus it I8 that runn'}:;t any time between Sepromber 16 |

| the fAeld 1n 1876 and New York may lurnish bis

the malch to devolve on tne Americans; the |

Americans to ehoose o refercs o act for their
team. Mr, Lecch will act in the capacity ol ref-
eree for the Irish team.
mutually select an umpire, 10 whom in case of dil-
jerence of opimion they suall reier, and whose de.
clalon shall be final .

The terms of the match to be signed by , O
behalf of Americs, with the autbority of the Amer-
ican Nationai e Association, and h{ Atthur
Bleunerhasset Lecch, on behalf of the Irish team.

Duplicate coples of this programme to be ex-
changed, and all necessary arrangements com-
pleted on or before the 1st day ol Juone, 1874,

Should either tesm (ail 10 make a0 appearance
on the day anda hour agreed npon for the match
the tesm then present may the champion-
slup and stukes,

The two reierees shall |

l

v L3
likes the soldier; Le likes the reéturning Conleder-
ate sodler, Mosby, for instance. He nug a gener- |
ous Bympathy for the struggling, poverty stricken |
people oi the Sonth. He degires to luldl his obliga-
tions 1o the republican party; he desires to aci o
harmony with Lbe two houses of Congress; but he
1s resolved to get on a8 guietly as possitle, and he
will not be troubled with tbeir 1amily jars il he
can help himselr

PRESIDENT GRANT'S HABITS.

He enjoys life and tue reluxation from the duties
of his ofllce. He likes a juuut on & short notice to
West Point, New Haven, Hichinond or Denver. |
He lkes o concert, & ball or a wedding, an agri-
cultural fair or & meeting of the Geographical So-
clety, He 1a eminently a social and soclable man,
shough a8 reticent as an oracie. He recelves his
friends with the unpretending cordlality of a gran-
ger. He enjoys o good dinner, und his cigar iy his con-
glant companion. In the morning he goes through
his appointed work with a strict devotlon
to business, but doea not care to work tn a bhurry.
In tne siternoon he drives his span of ahmmg
biscks or his ghstening buysr. tour-in-hand, wit
the calm enjoyment and sell-possession of an old
stager from the Slerrs Nevads. From small bes
giunings, by good management fe has become a
thiifty and prosperous man in the frst daty of
providing for a rainy day. The whole bent of his
mind I1s evidently directed, not to the party tucs
tics and strategy required for a third term, but
to the solid comforts ol private lie. Leis nota
politician ; his hablts and inclinatiops run in g dif-
ferent chanoel. He evidently does not regard the
ofMelal drudgertes of the White Hoose as more de-
sirable thau the substantial Loerties of the private
station, He llkes Wushington, und I8 bmlding
himself here s comiortbie house, to which, “they
Bay,'' he expecls to retire av the expiration of his
present torm, He says notlung, ovut i3 a8 dil-
gently preparing for 4 retrcment In 1877 as if the
fuestion were settled.

THE REFUBLICAN UANDIDATE IN 1876,

The republican chiets in Congress appear to
entertaiu baraly a doubt that Genersl Grant will
Le out of the feld in 1876, They expectstill to
malntain the ldeality ol the adminisiration with
the party; they expect the omce-holders and all
the retammers of the adminiatration to support the
republican ticket in 1576, They say ihat the re-
puulican standard bearer In that campaign will be |
4 new man, but that b will represent the prinef- |
ples and messures of the administration as the
party platiorm. ‘This may or may not prove u Lrue
prophecy, but irom all the racts before us and all |
the signs of the times General Grant wiil be out of

- ——

successor, 1t I8 only upon tiis theory and the
understanding, If you please, between the high
coutracting parties, that we can account, on the
one hand, for the general desire of the republi-
can leaders In  Congress to  maiutan  the

vod will of General Grapt, and on the other

and, for his comparatively Independent course
since the meeting of Congress and his apparent |
indifference to the troubles or the proceedings of |
the two houses on any of the great questions of the
day. They gl Mepend upon him to maintain the
integrity and auity of their party lor the coming
campaign; bus he has no further Mvors 1o ask &b
their hands. It 18 thought [rom last year's agita.
tion of the subject through the pubiie press snd
the genersl public sentunent thus disclosed on the
subject that u third term exXperiment cannot ne
8alely attempted, and that o pew weket cun be bet-
ter adapted even than General Grant to & naw con-
ditlon of things. At all events, the republican
leaders have virtually resolved upon this alhesion

{ tu the examples of Wasnington, Jetlerson, Madison,

Mooroe and Jackson as the trus eours: lor the
centennlal year of American mdependence,

THE LEGISLAJIVE LENT,
The Ralﬂnel:l.n:t-h!-"ever of Congress
and the Tribulations of the Lobhy=—

“No Song, No Bupper’=sorrowiul, but
Still Hopefal.

WaAsHINGTON, March 6, 1874,

On the 4th of March a year ago & multitnde which |
no man could pumber swarmed lo the Capitol, the
hotels and streets of Washlugton, drawn here to
UsHiSt fu the second inauguration of President
Grant. Thousands o1 oMce-seekers and legions of
lobly jobbers were here with their numberiess |
setiemes for gaining a share 1o the rich harvest of
the public plunder. And what o prospect there
was for another tail term‘of four yoars for Mt jobs
from the legisiation of the all-powerlul and liberal
republican party, with none to call it8 power to
account! But what o change & single year has
brought about! Washington in the midst of a
long sesslon was never so dull, *stale, fiat and un-
profitable” as Itis now. To be sure, We are in the
mudst of our Lenten fsatings wod prayer. Uur

feastings and danctngs are suspended, The mo-
notonous and meiancholy order of an old Puritan
village reigns on Pennsylvanls svenue, but the
dulness in the alde shows of the two houses and
the sorrows of the lJobby are so unususl (n the
fourth month of & long sesslon that they are posi-
Uvely distressing to the old campalgner,
THRE BCONOMIC SPASM.

The retrenchment fever which Lias seized upon
Congress spolls everything. It is a low, wusting
fever, whicth shows hardly an hour of intermission
to the suiferers irom day Lo day. ‘Chey have fits of
raving and tearing on ¥, which times
keep them dancing and roaring by the hour; but
when these Spasms are over the patient relapses
into & drowsy stupldity, from which he can be
roused only by 8 motion to adjourn. Dropping
the figure, Congress s retrenching, lopping off
sod cutiing down expenditures right and left
and right or wrong, and the lobby is on short
ratluns. The two houses are

ON THEIR 000D BRHAVIOR

and the lobby stands back. The gume (s rrigntened
and the hunters are Iylng low. The lobby 18 watoh-
ing aud waitlng, and 1s not disposed 1o waste (v am-
munition at long range. No railway land grab-
bers, nor steamsiip or telegraph subsidy en
neers, nor robbers of Indipns, nor would-be col
tractors lor canils or harbor and river improve-
ments are giving bountiful suppers or keeping
open house to all comers, because these things this
session do not promise 1o pay.

The reaction from the Crédit Mobilier acandal
and “back pay grab™ of the Inst gession has been
80 sweeplng ad to be ridicalous. Our demorslised
republican luwmakers, frightened out of their wike
by the last iall clections, realize only the necesainy
o¥ recrenchment, good or bad, right or wrong.
They will cut down the army, and truat to luok

tor the protectlon of pur [frontier set-
tlers st the Indiana; they wil out
down the mavy, we have to rlnn-.
chase aoé for  the future at any price;

they will suspeand the improvement on rivers an
Tharbors, though tne saviag o! o million this year
may require the expenditure of five millions nexs
YuAr; thiey will cut down the force and the pesty
mialaries of the hall-starved clerks of the execo
tive departments to save u few thousaund aollargy
they will do soything and everything lor reirench-
nent, 8o that we may have 4 good record to show
thie dear people In the elections of nexy autmng
for the Forty-fourth Congreas,
THE TREASURY DEFICIT.

The late panic bhas cat down the resources of the
Treasury. It 18 fitty-two milions sbhort. It 18 get-
ting shorter from day to day. We will do all we
can to suve 1t by retrenclusent, and the detioit
must be supplied by taxes. There's the rub, To
make these taxes us lght &s posaible jor Lhesa
coming Congresbional electloWs, thess gentlemen
of the lobby must stund back and bide thewr thne.
Whou the breeze ol these Congressional elections
ghall have blown over and the repablican party is
all right again for two years more we will reopem
the Treasury and scatier its mouey fresly all over
the Jund, for this humbug of retrenchment will
have served {ta turn,

FASTING THIS YEAR, FEASTING THE NEXT.

This, then, 18 the Congress of fasting and pens
ance and prayer; but the next, i repudlican, will
be one of (easting and (ull eujoyment, and “good
times” will be with us again, and will be kept up
till sfter the national anod Presidential
jubllee of 1578, ‘This |8 the republican pro-
gramme, This is a session  of  reirench-
ment gud reform. The lobhy must walt, We can
do mothing this year for the Northern Pacific or
the southeérn Pacific rallroads; lor sieamships or
ocesan telegraphs, for cunals, rivers or harbors, or
levees, or anything outside the current necessities
of the government, Even cheap transportation
must wiait & llttle longer; for 1t will cost money
and Mr. Hichardson has no money to spare. We
expect to save some twenty nulllons in eur annual
and mmcdental appropriation bills, snd yet we
8hall have a deficiency of twenty or thirty milliona
to provide for. Private claim bills will swallow up
some hundreds of thunsands of dollars, and other
exiras will come in and reduce our supplies, and
£0 tue gentlemen of the iobby, who are interested
In large jobs, calling for heavy grants of lands,
bonds, or money, must walt &l next December.
S0 mueh for the Urédit Mobilier scandal and the
‘pack imu' grab and the alleged Seuatorial elag-
tion briberies and corrnptions of the last Con-
gress, They have resulied, irom the excited wrath

| of the people, In a reaction in this Congress for

retrenchment snd reform which 1s too violent to
laat long, and which may be compared to the trick
ol the knowing Dutcbman who got down (rom nis
high horsae only to get on better, -

ART MATTERS.

Among the Studios.

No clasa of the community has felt more severely
the cons of the reial pamic of last
year than the ariists, During the past season the
studios have been compuratively deserted, and
even where sales ol pictures have been effected

. they have brought little profit. The public only

buy art works Lo progperous times, and only a few
weuslthy patrons have been able to resist the
awful monetary crash which tightened every
purse string. The studio butidings look quite
deserted, thongh the urtiste are beginning to
brighten up under the infuence of the dawulng
gpring and are hard at work getting ready for the
Academy exhibition. Adversity seema to have
taught the brotherhood wisdom, and the petty
Jealousles which, for some seasons, have prevented
& really representative exhibition of Amencan
art, are to be laid aside for the common good.
Nothing but friendship and good will are to reign
hereafter. The result of this happy truce 18 visi-
ble in the number of {mportant works on the vari-
ous easecls which are intended for the Academy.
Every one s resolved to do his best and lend lus
most important work of the year to the Spring Ex-
hibition, which promises to be thoroughly repre-
sentative. This resolution of the artists is a proof
ol good sense and & healtny sign that o proper
esprit de corps 18 growing up In the profession.
There was much selfishness o the refusal by some
oI the more snccessiul pamters Lo aend their bess
pictures to the Academy exhibition, and, as we
naturally look for something mure than inere
inopey-making, worllly wisdom in an artiat, we
are glad tnat snis canse of complaint haé beon re-
moved. As the Academy exhibitions grow in Im-
portance the popularity of native art work
will increase. The best way t0 check
the growing tendency among Aart patrons
of Importing their pletures irom Europe will be to
demoustrate clearly that in some paths of art at
leust work as good in quility as the majority of
the pietures brought to this country can bo pro-
duced by native brushes, Until the pubilc have
been thorougily convinced toat this can be done—
and there I8 no reason why it should not—pur-
chasers will be vrejudiced in favor of forelgnm
works, and the studios will remain as lonely sod
neglected as they are to-aay.

Bome of the artists give proof of their earnest de-

| Elre tomerit the patronsge ol the pullic by close

and copsclentious work, Among these James M,
Hart holds au hoporable place. The success of his
“Coming Out of the Shude” has turned his atten-
tion to landscape ana cattle subjects, which he
endows with deep poetle feellng, the more
effective because the scenes are simple and natural,
without any stralning afver claptrap effect. Mr.
Hart wisely thinks that there 18 more poesry in
nitnre than be can manulacture, and tries only to
transier the spirit of pussages in nature that have
lmpressed im by their beauty, and hence his sacs
cess, At Rest—Evening’' 18 the title of & work
now on his casel, It represents a group of cattle
in the foreground of a landscape, reposing in the
grateiul cool of the evening. The sun has just sank
below the horizon and the sky 18 suffused with &
warm glow which 18 very charining. The composi.
tlon of the pleture 18 carerul ana well balanced,
Generasl Sheridan, or, 88 the people love to call
him, “Gallant Pull" Sheridan, has been sitting for
lis portrult to Constant Meyer, who Just got

| through with work betors the Sloux troubles callea

General Sheridan to the frontler.  The portrait
1 half length, sud 8 on excellent lUkeness. Mr,
Meyer's contripution to the Academy will pe m
touching cemposition, entitled ‘‘The Urphans?
Morning Hymn.” Two girls o an oratory ure ine
toning their orisons, and the morniug rays falling
on their handsome faced cast o halo over them.
The feeling of the scene 13 very exquisite.

The poetry that dwells In curlous gabled old
manor houses hid away among trees has quite
fascinated T. A. Smith, and he paints them 80 asto
impars to others some of the feelings which these
antigaated old houses call up In himsell, Two
compunion pietures present to us “The Old Manor

.llom." In the days of 1t prosperity, in calm evens

ing glow of the summer tide, and when the winter
BnOWS nhad glven 1o the curious old gables o fans
tastic appearance 10 cool wintry moonlight, Both
effects are well and happily rendered,

RESQUED FROM DROWNING.

As the brig Willlam Brae was benlg towed put
of the East River yesterday one of her sallors
fell averboard while taking in the fenders, and but
for the Umeg ald of Captain Lewls, ol the steam
tug Uncle y Would have drowned, Capiuin
Lewis picked nim up and put bim on, tha
Vessel Again.




